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We first met 1n Madison 1n fall 1978, when I spent a sabbatical there.
Although I started collaborating with Vernon right away, and later with
Francis, Tom and I did not “do” any physics then. However, along with
Francis, Jacques (Leveille), David Scott and Marty Olsson, we did
have loads of fun! We played a lot of pingpong in the room next to the
seminar room, we hung out in the evenings at the now defunct strip
joint “Dangle” on State Street... etc, a physics secretary was briefly a
waitress there! Tom had just returned after two years 1in Liverpool.

Occasionally, we had lunch 1in an awful Mexican place on State Street
because 1t was Marty’s favourite. .. !

I always felt that Tom may have been suffering from over-exposure to
Beatlemania (?)



My stay in Madison was punctuated by a Momentous event in my life!
Towards the end of my time there, I got married to Heide! She was with me
in Madison, and we got married in Milwaukee at the house of a very old
friend from my schooldays, Narendra and his wife Durga, with their sons
acting as the official photographers! The wedding was officiated by a
family friend of theirs who was a retired federal judge who warned us that
no couple he had married had ever been divorced, and he wanted to keep
that record intact!

Tom and I met again in 1980 at the ICHEP 1980, held in Madison that year.
Many old friends were there, my advisor Peter Rosen, Jacques Leveille (by
then 1n Ann Arbor), etc... Hirotaka Sugawara and I were giving plenary
talks courtesy of Vernon and Francis, the organisers... By the time he made
his first visit to us in Hawai 1in maybe 1985, he had already published his
paper, on Z-Bursts which would go on to become famous, in 1982...



I think his first visit to Hawai was probably in 1985... During one
of his early visits, we took him around the island along with my
mother who happened to be visiting at the same time. I am not sure
how he fit in our small car with his long legs...!

In 1987, I visited Nashville for the first time. Tom, Alan Barnes (a
local post-doc) and I, wrote a speculative paper on the new data of
the SN 1987A neutrino events interpreting the early events as due
to anti-matter... It did not get many citations but did get a
NYTimes headline story!

He returned to Hawain many times with a most fruitful visit in
1987-8 when he spent a semester teaching here...



In 1987-8, he spent the spring term here in Hawan and taught a graduate
course. This was a very fruitful visit. This was when the first preliminary
data from Kamiokande-II detector were released and they showed a deficit
in upcoming muon-neutrino events. John Learned, Tom and I were fast on
the uptake and analysed the data in terms of possible oscillations of the
muon neutrinos, and put out our speculations in a paper submitted to Phys.
Lett. B. In record time...

We even got an 1rate call of complaint from Al Mann who had led his group
in their collaboration with the Kamiokande group, and he chided us about
our hasty analysis...

During his stay, we also wrote a paper with Walt Stmmons, on placing
bounds on long range forces acting on neutrinos from the SN1987A data.
This paper was completed towards the end of his stay here.



He had gone after the end of classes, with two students: Gus Sinnis
and Will Wilson, on a hiking trip to a remote beach (Wailau Beach) in
Molokai. They had hiked there and the only way back was when a boat
would pick them up at the beach. Well, eventually, Gus and Will
showed up back on campus, but without Tom... and there was no sign
of him! When he did not show up for several days, we grew concerned
and tried to inquire, but there was no way to contact the boat or the
captain. We eventually learned that he had volunteered to stay behind
and join another group... however, their boat did not show up when
expected! Tom had to spend a few days+nights in the forest nearby,
foraging for food and shelter... Eventually, the boat captain decided to
relent and showed up and they made it to the airport and flight back to
Honolulu. When he finally showed up, there was great relief!



Especially to our Mother hen in HEPG, Caroline Chong, who was
very worried, and asked what to do about the students 1n his class
and their grades, especially if he never showed up! In the
completed paper with Walt, we tried to change the byline for Tom,
by adding a footnote: current address, Wailau Beach, Molokai. But
we couldn’t get 1t past the #%* & editors of Phys. Rev. D!

Later, he returned many times to Hawai, without any mishaps,
and we collaborated many times.



Showing examples of Tom’s
favourite activity in Hawaii...

Good Eating!



Walt and Tom et al at Keo’s waikiki,
1989. SP, Heide & Keo at the back.
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Dining at San Fu’s favorite place,
SP, Andy Acker, SFT and Tom, 1992
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I returned to Nashville in 1996, spending the spring semester
there. This was a memorable visit. We stayed in the Union
Station Hotel, which indeed was the old railroad station turned
into a fancy hotel, with the old ticket window turned into a
check-in counter. The rooms were luxurious suites, spacious
enuf, that when my brother visited, we could be very comtortable
in our suite! I taught a seminar course, and towards the end of my
stay, Tom organised a “Pakfest” to celebrate my 60" birthday!

We took the opportunity to visit Lynchburg, where Jack Daniels
1s made...



Now you can see why I wanted to celebrate Tom’s 70" in
Hawaii! During this meeting, in 1996, we had many old friends
and collaborators who came: Vernon, JoAnne Hewett, Babu,
Xiao-Gang He, etc... In addition to Physics talks, we had several
enjoyable evenings: Attending a concert at Gran Ole Opry with
Vernon and Annetta, was one highlight and there were other
festive occasions.

After 1996, we met many times 1n exotic locations, several times
in Venice, Aspen, etc, more recently in a few memorable
meetings 1n: Hano1 (2006), S. Dakota (2012), Moscow (2013),
Stockholm (2014), Santa Barbara (2014), Santa Fe (2015)...



Sweating 1n a cave at Halong Bay,

Vietnam, 2006! SP & Tom. Tom at Halong Bay,
2006... enjoying




SP and TC Yuan with Tom with TC Yuan with Tom
statue of uncle Ho, Hano1 2006... by a pagoda, 2006

Courtesy of TC Yuan



Between 1987 and 2019, we wrote some 26 papers
together, at a rate of over 100 citations per paper...
Our most cited paper on “BiMaximal mixing”
garnered over 500 citations. When we wrote 1it, the
name Bimaximal was Tom’s idea... I did not like it
initially, but later, decided that was the best thing
about the paper!

Who knows what the future holds?



MANY HAPPY
RETURNS, TOM!







RAY YOLKAS

Tom was visiting the University of Melbourne to work with Nicole Bell. I think it
was in 2008. He and I went to have dinner at a nice bistro near the campus. |
believe we might have shared a paella with squid ink, but that was not the
highlight. I was seated facing a wall, which meant Tom was facing the other way
and could survey the whole restaurant. The very beautiful and charming young
woman who was serving us was therefore continually 1n his gaze. He chatted to her
in his usual friendly and easy way, and she was also friendly (turned out she was a
19 year old humanities major at the university). After a while the reality of the age
difference intruded: she was simply out of his league.

But quick as a flash (lateral thinking and chutzpah) he said to her: "You are very
beautiful. Is your mother also beautiful?"

She responded:"Yes! And she is young, only 42."

Tom:”I’d really like to meet her. If you wouldn’t mind, here is my card and phone
number. If your mother is interested to meet me please ask her to give me a call."
Young woman: "Yes, I will!"

accepting the card with a smile (remarkable ability to put people at ease). And she
was good to her word: Tom did in fact get a call from the mother!! I’'m still
astonished that the daughter sensed instinctively that Tom, while obviously
amorous, was also to be trusted. All after meeting him for maybe an hour. Well,
Tom and the mother met, but regrettably the chemistry simply wasn’t there,
according to Tom. C’est la vie, and better luck next time!
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MPIK HEIDELBERG

Tom and Sandip Pakvasa visiting MPIK
=> 2 nice and well cited papers

1. Flavor Ratios of Astrophysical Neutrinos: Implications for Precision Measurements
), ( ).

( ), (
Nov 2007. 32 pp. Published in JHEP 0802 (2008) 005
e-Print: [hep-ph] |

Details des Eintrags - Zitiert von 85 Datensatzen

2. Unitary parametrization of perturbations to tribimaximal neutrino mixing

( ), ( ), ( )-
Nov 2007. 4 pp. Published in Phys.Rev.Lett. 100 (2008) 111801

e-Print: [hep-ph] |
Is des Eintrags - Zitiert von 78 Datenséatzen

Othert visits and presentations in the MPIK seminar:

Time-Traveling Sterile Neutrinos: Metric
Adventures in Extra Dimensions

Flavor sensitivity to 0,5 and the mass hierarchy
for neutrinos from solar WIMP annihilation

Tom's latest visit: NEUTRINO 2018 @Heidelberg

Congratulations & best wishes »
Manfred, Werner, Anja & all other MPIK group members SRS -

MPIK group: “it was and is always a pleasure to
interact with Tom. So please communicate to him
our best wishes and that we would be happy to

have him again in Heidelberg.”
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XERXES TATA

Shri Tomaswami, I am truly sorry that I have to miss the Big Event and
witness your induction into the Historical Society! Of course, I would have _g@ie8
loved to be there and hear the various colourful stories that people have to tell, JEE: S
but alas it was not to be. I do hope though that someone relates the one that T "
heard directly from you of your experience in Waikiki where you had said,

“Hey, that feels great” but were then informed that more would cost you.

You perhaps can share it with all to ensure your immorality.

In any case, even though I am not in Nashville in person, like it or not, I am
there in spirit, and hope that you all have a great time at club de je vu, or at
whatever other venue that has been picked to mark this occasion.

Seriously, all the best as you enter the next phase of your life, and hope to see
you in Hnl next year when we toast/roast John.



HOWIE HABER

Greetings from Yang Yang, South Korea. My preference
would have been to be in Nashville for TomFest, but due to a
prior commitment, I will have to make do with this brief .
message. I want to extend my best wishes to Tom and
congratulate him on his 70th birthday. His outstanding
career certainly merits this well deserved celebration. But,
I also want to convey my deepest appreciation for the
many years of friendship and camaraderie. I think that it is
best to keep certain stories of my adventures with Tom
private (wink wink, say no more). In addition, nearly all of
my pictures with Tom were taken in the pre-digital
era. However, from Korea, I was able to locate two pictures
dating from our time together in Aspen in the summers of
2014 and 2015 (taken together with our good friend Patty
Fox). As I get older, I depend on Tom as a hiking buddy since
he 1s one of the few physicists I can still keep up with on the
trails. By the way, Marjorie also sends along her warmest
regards.
To conclude, hey Tom--enjoy your well deserved TomFest!




HOWIE HABER

Perhaps one old tale is appropriate given how our careers were connected in the early days.
I cannot vouch for complete accuracy (this was a long time ago), but anyway here goes.
Back in 1984, I was a post doc at UC Santa Cruz trying to find a permanent job. As there
was no Physics Rumor Page back then, we had to share rumors by telephone. Steve
Gottlieb, Tom and I were in constant communication by phone in early 1984 comparing all
the job listings and the results of our various interviews when we made 1t onto some of the
short lists for an assistant professorship. I was offered a position at the University of Indiana
in the spring of 1984, and while I was trying to decide on my future I was gumming up the
works since Steve was number two at Indiana, and I think that Steve and Tom were also
both on some other short lists as well. I finally decided to turn down Indiana (hoping for an
uncertain future at UC Santa Cruz). As a result, Steve took the Indiana job and Tom was
hired by Vanderbilt. Despite my big gamble, Santa Cruz eventually hired me in a real
position. I was most grateful that the three amigos all managed to survive the job
sweepstakes and go on to successful careers 1n particle theory.



FRANCIS HALZEN

Most importantly, I am sorry that I cannot be there.

Tom and Francis:

From Plaza burgers in Madison to paella in Valencia
From Regge poles to cosmic neutrinos...

Tom, hurry, it looks like we are on an upward slope.



SERGIO PALOMARES-RUIZ

Many stories to tell... since I first met Tom in late 2003

The keyholder when we first arrived 1in Nashville...

The missing husband

“What 1f you give the summary talk tomorrow morning?”
The untorgettable “farewell” dinner with our two “bosses”™
The modeling time... in the Paris catwalk...

and many more...



SERGIO PALOMARES-RUIZ

Many stories to tell... since I first met Tom in late 2003

The keyholder when we first arrived 1in Nashville...

The missing husband

“What 1f you give the summary talk tomorrow morning?”
The untorgettable “farewell” dinner with our two “bosses”™

The modeling time... in the Paris catwalk...

and many more... ¢ o o bUt 110 tlmﬁ!



SERGIO PALOMARES-RUIZ

Some recent pictures...

R : —tsstammstEmOTT
Stockholm City Hall, 2014... At the beach in Santa Barbara, 2014...
the closest we’ve been to the enjoying sunset after a winery day
Nobel prize

Courtesy of H. Pas



SERGIO PALOMARES-RUIZ
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the orange farmer

Valencia region

Tom

s attempt to fly...

Valencia region, 2018...

after Tom’




HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
TOM!



