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About me, 

About Springer 
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• At Springer since 1999 

• Executive Editor in Physics, Astronomy 

 

Physical Sciences and Engineering group: 
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Springer - who we are, what we do… 

• Founded in 1842, we have over 170 years of experience.  
Traditional publishing philosophy combined with forward-looking  
product development  

• Springer is a leading global, technical and medical publisher 

• 2,900 journals, and more than 9,000 new books titles  
published in 2014 

• Springer is THE largest scientific eBook publisher in the world 

• Springer eBook Collection with 200,000 titles available in SpringerLink 

• Over 350 Open Access journals: largest OA portfolio worldwide 

 

• Springerlink (http://link.springer.com):  

   Our searchable content platform that interlinks journal papers, books and  

   major reference works  

http://link.springer.com/
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Chemistry Physics 

Physiology and Medicine 

All ten of the 2014 Nobel laureates in medicine, physics, chemistry and 
economics are Springer authors and editors! You are in a good company! 

Economics 
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Springer authors have won distinguished prizes in many fields 
 
 
Chemistry 

(68) 

Physics 

(67) 

Medicine 

(64) 

Economics 

(23) 

Peace 

(1) 

The number of Nobel Prize winners who have published with Springer as of 2014: 
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Springer is a trusted publishing partner for more than 500 learned 
societies worldwide  

Book series 

Japanese National Institute 
for Material Science 

SpringerOpen journal 

American Vacuum  

Society 

Journal launched in 2008, IF 7.39  

Tsinghua University,  

Beijing, China 

SISSA 
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The European Physical Journal: a long standing society partnership to bring 
into the future the prestigious traditions of the European physics journals 

 @EPJscience 

Prestigious Society Publishing Partnership 
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• Universitad Complutense de Madrid 

• Universitad de Barcelona 

• Basque center for applied mathematics – Bcam 

• Sociedad de Matematica Aplicada 

 

 

 

And in your country… 
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• The European Union, the U.S. Department of Justice, and other 

key competition authorities cleared Springer’s merger with the 

majority of Macmillan Science and Education.  

• The new company, Springer Nature, emphasizes the Springer and 

Nature brands to showcase its “rich science publishing heritage,” 

says Derk Haank, Springer Nature’s CEO. He plans to combine the 

skills and talents of each organization and take “a unified one-

company approach [that] will enable us to have a global view. 

• ”The company’s global brands include language learning, its 

schools and higher education group, and its professional group 

(supporting professional learning in medicine, engineering, and 

transport, etc.). 

• Springer Nature was created through the combination of Nature 

Publishing Group, Palgrave Macmillan, Macmillan Education and 

Springer Science+Business Media in May 2015. The company 

numbers almost 13,000 staff in over 50 countries and has a 

turnover of EURO 1.5 billion. 

http://www.springer.com/us/
http://se.macmillan.com/
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Summarizing the given numbers in a sentence:  

 

Springer is a leading global scientific, technical and medical 
(STM) publisher with an important tradition combined with 
forward-looking product development 
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Books publishing 
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The importance of books 
 One of the peculiarities which distinguish the present 

age is the multiplication of books.  
Every day brings new advertisements of  
literary undertakings 

Samuel Johnson, 1759 

 

• Books continue to hold a very important place within the immense, diverse universe 
of scholarly literature 

• Books provide perspective and a broader, deeper, more well rounded treatment of a 
topic than journals do 

• Scientists enter new areas to solve interdisciplinary problems (biomaterials, energy, 
complexity) 

• Books make an impact on the younger generations of scientists 

• ISI launched in 2011 the Book Citation Index (a new part of Web of Science ) and 
citations are tracked in the Web of Science 
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Science, Technology and Medicine (STM) book market 

The Academic/Professional Book Market Pyramid 

low unit sales, 

high prices 

high unit sales, 

low prices 

institutional sales, 

 global market 

individual sales, 

local markets 

Science 

Text- 

books 

Profes- 

sional 

Gradu- 

ate 

Under- 

graduate 

Advan- 

ced 

Basic 

Pure 

Applied 

Segment Products 

‘Pure’ Science Books Monographs, book series, 

proceedings, encyclopedias 

‘Applied’ Science 

Books 

Multi-authored books, 

monographs and handbooks with 

an applied focus 

Graduate Textbooks Textbooks for second and higher 

degree courses (Master’s and 

Doctor’s) 

Undergraduate 

Textbooks  

Textbooks for first degree 

courses (Bachelor’s) 

Advanced Professional 

Books 

Professional books and reference 

works, manuals etc. for ‘high-

end’ specialists 

Basic Professional 

Books 

Professional books with a 

broader scope, some- times also 

for ‘non-experts’ 
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Reach printed version vs the online version 

Paper model Online database model 

• Libraries 

More content/service 

Higher usage 

Better tracking 

Preservation 

 

• Researchers 

Easier to search 

Easier to cite 

24/7 access 

Remote access 

 

• Authors 

Online first 

Wider distribution 

Global readership 

More citations 

 

• Publishers 

Lower distribution costs 

Better marketing 

efficiency 

New markets 

The importance of eBooks 

Advantages for: 
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Springer THE largest scientific eBook Publisher 
 
Says who? 

• SpringerLink currently hosts over 200,000 eBooks. 

• Book output to grow to 8,000 – 10,000 new titles per year by 2015. 

 

What about our eBooks? 

• Completely DRM free. 

• Most eBooks (including much of the Springer Book Archives) are available 
in ePub format for easy reading on any mobile device (approx. 14,000 
titles). 

• All books are published e-first and then printed on demand for those who 
prefer a printed version.  

   This includes the Springer Book Archives, which means that books from 
   1846 will again become available in print. 
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Content growth on SpringerLink 
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Downloads at SpringerLink 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Journals eBooks

SpringerLink Usage 2005-14 

Due to the introduction of the ‘whole eBook download functionality’ in July 2013, the number of chapter downloads more than quadrupled.  
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Publishing with Springer makes research results ‘visible’ to the world 

SpringerLink Usage 

130m visitors, 243m visits and 609m downloads in 2014! 
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1. Monograph 

A scholarly book, or a treatise, on a single highly specialized subject or a group of closely 
related topics. Often called a ‘research monograph’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Textbook 

A course book, a formal manual of instruction in a specific subject, especially for use in 
schools, colleges, universities (undergraduate or graduate levels) designed to meet 
demands of a particular course. Often with exercises, questions and solutions. Target 
audience, students. High usage. 

 

 

Book publishing options 
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3. Edited volume 

Also known as a contributed volume. Invited works. Multiple authors. Organized 
thematically. Often interdisciplinary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Proceedings 

Collection of academic papers published in the context of a conference.  

Short shelf life. High usage. ISI listed. 
 

 

 

 

Book publishing options 
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Book publishing options 

5.  Lecture Notes 

Lecture Notes in Physics (LNP) 

• Series founded in 1969. An accessible introduction to the field to 
postgraduate students and non-specialist researchers from related areas. 
A source of advanced teaching material for specialized seminars, courses 
and schools. A bridge between advanced graduate textbooks and the 
forefront of research. 

 

Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics (ULNP) 

• An clear and concise treatment of a standard undergraduate subject.  
An undergraduate-level introduction to an advanced or non-standard 
subject. A novel perspective or an unusual approach to teaching a subject. 
Can be less formal than a textbook.  
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6. SpringerBriefs 

Concise volumes (50-125 pages) 
including summaries of cutting-edge 
research, practical applications, brief 
introductions, or technical reports.  

 

 

7. Theses 

Selection of the very best PhD theses 
from around the world. Nominated and 
endorsed by two recognized specialists, 
each published volume has been 
selected for its scientific excellence and 
the high impact.  

Book publishing options 
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8. Professional texts 

Written for industry or commerce, often as a manual, guide, data compendium, written for 
use by professionals. 

 

9. Popular Science 

Suitable for the trade market, non-technical writing style, scientific topics/angle with wide 
general public interest. 

 

 

 

 

Book publishing options 
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10. Springer Protocols 

Biomedical and life sciences protocols. 15 subject collections. Step-by-step instructions, in a 
standardized format. Indexed by: PubMed, Scopus, Embase, Google. 

 

 

 

 

Book publishing options 
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11. Major Reference Works 

Encyclopedia, Handbook or Atlas. SpringerMaterials. Often multi-volume. 
Comprehensive and complete: tertiary literature. Often A-Z format. The online version is 
a dynamic platform with updates, much like Wikipedia (but peer reviewed). Long shelf 
life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Handbooks 

Similar to MRW’s, but in a single volume. A concise compilation of approved key 
information on methods of research, general principles, and functional relationships. 
Long shelf life.  

Book publishing options 
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Physics & Astronomy publishing programme 
• Journals (incl. SpringerOpen) 

• Academic books & series 

• Undergraduate Textbooks 

• Graduate Textbooks 

• Lecture Notes 

• Research Monographs 

• Proceedings 

• Theses 

• Briefs 

• Major Reference Works 

• Popular Science  
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With over 250 new book titles annually, Springer is  
the world-leading source for Physics and Scientific 

Astronomy book publishing 

Notable book series 

• Lecture Notes in Physics 

• Graduate Text in Physics 

• Advanced Texts in Physics 

• Undergraduate Lecture Notes in Physics 

• Astrophysics and Space Science Library 

• Astronomy and Astrophysics Library 

• Theoretical and Mathematical Physics 

• The Frontiers Collection 

• Patrick Moore Practical Astronomy Series 

Reference works 

• Biographical Encyclopedia of Astronomers 

• Springer Handbook of Acoustics   

World‘s leading publisher in Physics 

And more… 
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I have an idea! 

• I have an idea for a book 

• How do I get started? 
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Choosing the Right Publisher is Critical 

Publishing in a digital world presents new challenges and opportunities  

To be successful, authors need the right partner  

 

 

A publisher who can provide 

The widest dissemination for your work 

A reputation for quality 

Support  

Security – copyright protection 

Speed to market  

A team of professionals to help guide you, every step of the way  
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We help you find your audience… 
 
Your peers read in their preferred format 
 

 Every book in 3 formats 

 eBook 

 Print 

 Low cost, soft-copy print editions for eBook library patrons (MyCopy) 
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Discover how to publish with Springer and let your journey begin here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5vnUqgew1c
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Why you publish your book with Springer? 

• Springer publishing editors guide you through the process.  

• Springer production carries out all the typesetting, formatting, etc.  

• All books available as eBook and/or traditional print (POD = Print on 
Demand, MyCopy). Books never go out of print.  

• Most Springer books are indexed in the Web of Science book citation index.  

• Publishing with Springer doesn’t cost you anything.  
 

• Complementary copies for authors/editors.  

• 33% discount on all other Springer books.  

• Springer distributes the books world-wide  
to academic and R&D libraries and through online  
books and eBooks outlets (Amazon , iBook store).  
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The book publication process, in brief 

When you submit a book (proposal)  

Submit proposal to Publishing Editor 

Book proposal review – internal discussion 

Submit manuscript 

Print proofs: minor changes and corrections 

Production: Editing, typesetting and formatting 

Book published! 

Contract, prepare manuscript 
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Publish a book: instructions, template, and more… 
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My Springer 
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Annual Book Performance Report 

Book editors and book authors now receive an annual report providing numbers such as 

their book’s homepage views and eBook chapter downloads. 

For the first time all aspects of the eBook are now combined in a single PDF document, 

which is accessible from the email we send to authors and will later be retrievable 

from their My Springer account.  

The report now:  

• mentions the availability from the Springer Shop, the Amazon Kindle store, Apple iTunes 

and/or as a MyCopy version from SpringerLink lists  

• some promotional emailings in which the book was featured 

• not only mentions the Online Review Copy, but includes excerpts of book reviews 

• refers to Springer's royalty model or not, depending on the conditions for each individual 

book 
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The Golden Rules of STM Publishing 
in Today’s Environment 
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The Golden Rules of STM Publishing in Today’s Environment 

 

1. Your content has to be online 

 

2. Your content has to be “findable” 

All new articles 

(250,000/yr) 

Backfiles  

(2.4 million articles) 

All new books 

(7,000/yr) 

A&I 

services 

Book search 

programs / eRetail 

SEO 

 

Social 

Media 

Library 

portals 

Push 

marketing 

Book Archive 

(100,000 books) 
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Discovery Tools for Scientific Information 

Information Task 

Background research:  

First stop for researchers and students 

when researching new area or learning 

new subject 

Focused research:  

Literature review for establishing 

research base or writing a research 

article 

Bibliographic search: 

Finding a reference, usually part of 

another information task 

Keeping up-to-date: 

Browsing current literature to stay up-to-

date in a field 

Main Discovery Tools 

SpringerLink acts as a repository for Springer published research, usually 

not starting point of a scientific information task 

1. Google 

2. A&I databases 

3. Library Portals 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.sun.com/stories/resource/dataverse/harvard_shield.gif&imgrefurl=http://blogs.sun.com/stories/feed/entries/atom&h=187&w=189&sz=23&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=qIB5p6hAi9LxtM:&tbnh=102&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q=harvard+university+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en&sa=X
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b0/Siegel-uni-heidelberg.png/599px-Siegel-uni-heidelberg.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Siegel-uni-heidelberg.png&h=600&w=599&sz=574&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=7Y2aoIj7hwp73M:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=universit%C3%A4t+Heidelberg&ndsp=18&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/~pdehaye/logo_oxford.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/~pdehaye/&h=423&w=355&sz=40&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=3hgb9rV09-WEfM:&tbnh=126&tbnw=106&prev=/images?q=oxford+university+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://southmed.usouthal.edu/library/bf/bf56/images56/main.jpg&imgrefurl=http://southmed.usouthal.edu/library/bf/bf56/biof56.htm&h=150&w=206&sz=7&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=OqMUszifqkq_xM:&tbnh=76&tbnw=105&prev=/images?q=web+of+science&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bu.edu/library/sel/images/scifind.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bu.edu/library/sel/scifinder/scifind.html&h=180&w=192&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=SFtyryTAvRWgIM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q=chemical+abstracts+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bniplus.co.uk/images/ovid.png&imgrefurl=http://www.bniplus.co.uk/partnerships.html&h=42&w=101&sz=33&hl=en&start=5&um=1&tbnid=n8wtPhBa3qZ_DM:&tbnh=35&tbnw=83&prev=/images?q=ovid+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en
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Findability and visibility of content are key 

How Springer leverages business opportunities 

Search Engine 

Optimization 

Abstract & Indexing 

Services 

Social Media 

Book search programs / 

eRetail 

Library portals 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://southmed.usouthal.edu/library/bf/bf56/images56/main.jpg&imgrefurl=http://southmed.usouthal.edu/library/bf/bf56/biof56.htm&h=150&w=206&sz=7&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=OqMUszifqkq_xM:&tbnh=76&tbnw=105&prev=/images?q=web+of+science&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bu.edu/library/sel/images/scifind.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bu.edu/library/sel/scifinder/scifind.html&h=180&w=192&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=SFtyryTAvRWgIM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q=chemical+abstracts+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://hospitalservices.senylrc.org/_images/resources/pubmed_logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://hospitalservices.senylrc.org/hospital_resources.php?h=19&p=7&h=100&w=200&sz=2&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=GSmssT2U7RhmFM:&tbnh=52&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=pubmed+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&rls=GGLJ,GGLJ:2007-15,GGLJ:en
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Questions?  
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Open Access 
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Open sesame!  

Open Access  

• A policy and a publishing model 

 

Open Science  Open Source Open Data 

• A movement advocating the sharing of scientific results, data, 
software and source codes 

•  Everyone should be free to read, share, analyze, use, modify 
and reuse works produced and published by others 

• Contents become available for massive data mining 
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The success story of Open Access 

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) is hosted and maintained by Lund 
University in Sweden. 

• There are more than 10,000 Open Access journals in the DOAJ database (link). 

Source: http://www.doaj.org  

 2014 DOAJ indexes: 

 OA Journals:  9,918  

 Countries: 133  

 OA Articles: 1,688,852  

 

http://www.doaj.org/
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Open access to research output is becoming mandatory 

The number of open access mandates from funders continues to 
grow each year. Gold open access has been embraced by open 
access funders because it allows immediate, unrestricted access to 
funded research. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Reu5stz5sp0&list=PLF3132DFE502046CE
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What is Open Access? 

• The article is universally available, FREE to the reader. 

• Copyright remains with the author. 

• Author grants publisher the license to publish the article and indentifies the publisher 
as the original publisher. 

• Author also grants any third party the right to use the article freely, as long as its 
integrity is maintained and its original authors, citation details and publisher are 
identified. 

• Creative Commons: “The author or copyright owner irrevocably grants to any third 
party, in advance and in perpetuity, the right to use, reproduce or disseminate the 
research article in its entirety or in part.”  

• Publication fee is paid by the author. In case of BioMed Central / SpringerOpen  
the fee can be 

• paid by the author (via research grant or other funding) 

• paid by a member institution (currently 516 institutions, in 57 countries have a 
membership with BioMed Central / SpringerOpen. (link) Check with your library!) 

• waived (economic hardship, invitation from EiC) 

http://www.springeropen.com/inst
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The two routes to Open Access (OA) 

Gold Open Access 

• Fully OA journals and 

Hybrid OA option for 

subscription-based 

journals. 

• OA content is freely 

available for anyone at 

anytime in exchange of a 

publication charge. 

• Gold OA removes 

permission barriers (most 

copyright and license 

restrictions). 

Green Open Access 

• Deposit of author’s 

accepted manuscript 

version in a repository. 

• Individual self-archiving 

policies by 

publisher/journal. 

• Embargo periods may 

apply.  
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What is          ? 



Marina Forlizzi, Valencia, Spain, June 2015 | 53 
 

              

Springer’s brand of fully open access products, including  

• journals  and  

• books,  

which covers all disciplines. 
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SpringerOpen Journals 

• cover all disciplines 
 

• All articles are fully and immediately open access (copyright authors, 
 Creative Commons Attribution license) 

  

• No subscriptions,  
article processing fees (APC) instead (500 – 1,500 EUR) 

• Paid by the author (via research grant, library, institutional OA fund, …) 

• Paid through Open Access Membership 

• Waivers (economic hardship; Invitation waivers for EICs) 

• Journal sponsorship 
 
 

 springeropen.com     Follow @SpringerOpen  

   

                    

      

 



Marina Forlizzi, Valencia, Spain, June 2015 | 55 
 



Marina Forlizzi, Valencia, Spain, June 2015 | 56 
 

The Journey of an Article 

SpringerLink 

Springer HD 

Editorial Of. 

Author 

FSV 

CrossRef 

3rd Party 

3rd Party 

3rd Party 

3rd Party 3rd Party 

3rd Party 

Reviewer 

Reviewer 

Reviewer 

Sample Article/chr-05-08-0070-File012.xls
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Comments or Questions?  
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Comments , Questions, Ideas? 

  

Marina Forlizzi 

Executive Editor 

Physics, Astronomy 

Marina.Forlizzi@springer.com 

 


